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IIT Bombay
seeks changes
in JEE formula
Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: The Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT)
Bombay has sought some
changes in the Joint En-
trance Examination (JEE)
formula, for admission to
the 1IITs, adopted last
month.

The IIT Bombay Senate
accepted the JEE, but said
there should be lesser num-
ber of students from the JEE
Main to be eligible to write
the Advanced Test that
would be held only for IIT
aspirants. It has suggested
reducing the number from
1,50,000 to 50,000. -

The Senates of IIT Delhi
and Kanpur are likely to en-
dorse the suggestion when
they meet shortly to adopt
the new JEE.

In the formula, arrived at
in a special meeting of the
IIT Council on June 27, it
was agreed that only the top
1.5 lakh students, across all
categories in the JEE Main,
would be eligible to appear
for the Advance Test.

Students shortlisted on
the basis of performance in

the test must be among the -

top 20 percentile in the ap-
plicable category in their re-
spective Boards,

The IIT Bombay Senate
meeting on Wednesday said
there were only 9,640 seats
in the IITs and, therefore,
there was no point in short-
listing more than 50,000
students. This would give
them a ratio of 10 students
per seat. A larger number of
students for the Advanced
Test would only put pres-
sure on the IIT’s entrance
examination machinery.

As per the formula, the
IIT system was to be wholly
responsible for .the Ad-
vanced Test. Performance in
it would determine the stu-
dents’ chances of getting in-
tothe IITs. For admission to
other centrally funded insti-
tutes, including the National
Institutes of Technology, 11-
ITs, the Advanced Test has
no role to play. State engi-
neering institutions and
deemed universities, which
want to adept the common
entrance examination, can
do so.
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THE BRIEFING

KIAN GANZ

Respond to this column at feedback@livemint.com’

‘HOW SERIOUS ARE

COLLEGE RANKINGS?

One of the few things that get law student readers on the legal
news website Legally India as excited as reading about jobs are
the league tables of colleges drawn up by publications every year.

India Today and Outlook magazines are among those that pro-
duce annual special editions that rank colleges in all the major dis-
ciplines, including law, usually around June, when admissions are
being decided.

The issue is required reading for all parents whose children have
just passed entrance tests. And for law students, present and future,
there is a sense of pride or reaffirmation or indignant anger that
one’s college has been ’objeclivel)/' ranked as better or worse than
another. But there are several issues that should stop anyone from
taking these rankings too seriously. The most plain element is that
India’s best, at least in law, appears to change year-on-year, as does
the second-best, third-best and so on, all the way down to 15th or
25th rank. s

One could ask whether the “quality” of these institutions can re-
ally be so variable or whether seeing some movement in the rank-
ings is also a sure-fire way to shift more copies? A fair rebuttal
would be that the magazines are doing the math and publishing the
results. Well, let’s look at the math, at least whatever is out there.

The magazines usually publish a general ranking methodology
that's sparse on specifics but does include subjective “perception
scores” gathered from a large panel of academics and employers,
employability statistics (usually supplied by the college), and often
a beauty parade element, where schools submit “pitch documents”
of varying degrees of glossiness to put their best foot forward. All
these are assigned numerical scores (with decimal points to four
significant figures).

Most of the number crunching is actually d to consul-
tancies but some of the figures simply do not make any sense. One
ranking's criterion is the “selection test”, which according to that
magazine ranking varies among the national law schools. But in re-
ality, the oldest national law schools all select their intake from the
same entrance test, where the pecking order by applicants is long
established and verifiable, and very different from the magazine's
figures. Many placement scores are similarly hard to correlate to the
available facts.

1 don’t mean to imply, as some critics do, that there is any delib-
erate massaging of rankings or figures by the magazines (although
many colleges have been known to polish their recruitment or other

statistics). But it is difficult to argue that the current systems possess
any scientific merit.

Those that criticize or are concerned by the rankings most—one

college, The WB National U ity of Juridical Sci {NUJS),
Kolkata, went so far as to complain to the Press Council of India in
2011 about the ranki perhaps misund d the philosophy of

such special issues.

R First and foremost, most regular magazine or
‘Kmm newspaper supplements or special editions ex-
. i ist for one main reason: generating advertising

revenue.

For marketers and advertisers, special issues are attractive be-
:ause they guarantee a target audience that is interested in a partic-
1ar topic. Therefore, a special issue will normally only get off the
yround if there is a commercial perspective to it.

College ranking issues work because advertisers believe that they
-an talk directly to those prospective students and parents making
Jecisions about their academic future.

Unsurprisingly, most advertisers in such rankings tend to be the
actual colleges. Late last year, three judges wrote a report critical of
the administration of the National Academy of Legal Studies and
Research (Nalsar), Hyderabad, in which they complained that the
college spent between 3.5 lakh and 28.5 lakh per advertisement or
“impact feature” in India Today and elsewhere. While they said that
the expenditure was “needless and wasteful”, they also noted the
“curious” correlation between the advertisement spending and Nal-
sar’s top position that year.

This does not mean that a college’s rank is bought and paid for
by advertising (which the external agency conducting India Today's

ranking had denied when ding to the NUJS complaint, and
in this year's India Today rankings issue, only one pure-play law
college advertised—National Law Institute University or NLIU, Bho-

pal—and that slipped down the rankings from third to fifth).

Rankings need to be transparent to make them above reproach.

: Apart from just objecting on principle, though, opponents of
these ranking systems also complain that they create a risk that pro-
spective applicants will be misled about the quality of a college and
ruin their careers by studying in the wrong place. Unlikely. It does
not seem as though candidates are giving any real weight to rank-
ings, at least as far as national law schools go, and the influence of
admission test coaches is arguably far greater and more opaque.

And certainly, no one intelligent enough to make it into the top
20 or 25 universities would base a “buying decision” purely on the
rankings of a magazine? Or would they?

Maybe some institutions are oversold, maybe others are not giv-
en the place that is their due, but these rankings are journalism in a
loose sense, not peer-reviewed journal articles on rocket science.
Lawyers, used as they are to challenging facts and events, perhaps
therefore take it all a bit too seriously.

And bear in mind the alternative. If one day a magazine were to
be more transparent and scientific in its ranking of colleges, for ex-
ample by attempting to visit every single one of India’s 800 or so
law school campuses and interviewing all faculty members and cur-
rent students, then one annual supplement (with only one law
school advertisement) is unlikely to pay the bill.

And in any case, the outcomes or results are unlikely to be any
more important or enlightening than they are right now.

Kian Ganz is a lawyer-turned-journalist based in Mumbai, from
where he publishes legallyindia.com.
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Now comes an anti-ragging portal

Will manage calls, e-mail systems of call centre and indicate action taken

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: A new national web
portal that will help students
follow up on their complaints
— part of the Government’s
ragging prevention pro-
gramme — was inaugurated
by Union Human Resource
Development Minister Kapil
Sibal here on Thursday.

The web portal, developed
by the University Grants
Commission in collaboration
with EJCIL (India) Ltd. and
Planet E-Com Sclutions, has
been introduced to manage
all software used in the pro-
gramme such as calls re-
ceived by the anti-ragging
helpline (1800-1805522), the
e-mail systems of the call
centre and the display sys-
tems on the web enabling
students to see the action on
their complaint anytime on
the website www.antiraggin-
gin

The web portal will man-
age complaints, aid follow-up
and help unresolved com-
plaints get escalated to regu-
latory authorities, '

Additionally, it will aid the
enhancement of communica-
tion with colleges and uni-
versities, developing
different types of data, dis-

NO KIDDING: Union Minister for Human Resource Development Kapil Sibal and
Rajendra Kachroo, father of ragging victim Aman, at the launch of the new
anti-ragging web portal in New Delhi on Thursday. - PHOTO: V. V. KRISHNAN

playing the status of com-
plaints and maintaining
reports and statistics,

It will also help in creating
data bases for colleges and
universities:

The data bases, created
from affidavits given by stu-
dents and parents at the time
of admission that ragging of-
fenders are liable to get ex-
pelled immediately, will be

stored electronically and
manned by the web portal.
The Ragging Prevention
Programime was the result of
a 2009 Supreme Court order.
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o

ith the two toll-free
Y'Y helpline numbers receiv-
ing a lukewarm response from
yictims and other complainants,
HRD Minjster Kapil Sibal on
Thursday launched an interac-
tive anti-ragging weyrﬁortal —
www.antiragging.in, The UGC-
managed portal has been devel-
oped in active collaboration
with Rajendra Kachroo, father
of Aman, who lost his life to
ragging at a medical college in
‘Himachal Pradesh in 2009,
v The portal is aimed at help-
ing students of universities, col-
leges and professional institutes
to lodge online complaints
against ragging or harassment
and seek faster response, Anyone
régistering on the website can
ilso get the anti-ragging affi-
davits through email and keep a

Pioneer ND 27/07/2012 P-5

Union Minister of I:Iuman Resource Development Kagil Sibal (C) with MOS—Sé |

Palanimanickam (L) and SK Geo!, Chairman, CBEC, releasing a pestage stamp fo
commemorate 50 years of achievements under Customs Act, 1962, in New Delhi

onThursday __

track about the progress of their

complaints on the portal,
Students can still continue

to register their complaint dial-

ing 18001805522 as part of the

il

facility, which will be followed

up in a structured software sys-

tem, Almost two years ago,
Sibal had launched a round the
clock toll-free nation-wide anti-

Dainik Jagran ND 27/07/2012

ragging helpline,

This was in addition to
15522 but both were not much
effective due to its lengthy
process, its handling by un-
trained professionals and weak
redressal follow-ups.

“The complaints on the
web portal would be examined.
If they are of serious magni-
tude, they would be trans-
ferred immediately to the
police, the magistrate and head
of the institution,” said UGC
acting chairman Ved Prakash.

Sibal said there would be
monitoring mechanism at
every level acting on the com-
Plaints. “We will also have all
information and if we find
something is not being done
properly, then we can take
immediate steps,” he said.

“A database of all institutes
would be created in the portal
out of the affidavits affirmed by

p-7

al launches anti-ragging portal

the students or parents. Such
database shall also function as
record of complaints received
and action taken,” said an HRD
Ministry statement. :

The portal is a follow-up te
a Supreme Court judgment of
May 2009 ordering implemen-
tation of ragging prevention
programme as it expressed
grave concern on increasing
incidences of ragging in edu-
cational institutions.

our communication,

talks and discussions would be
posted on the web so that the
victim has complete access to
what has happened since lodg-
ing the compliant, T will decide
the seriousness of the com-
plaints and how do we go
about initiating action if
required any, Kachroo said,
whose trust — Aman Satya
Kachroo Trust — will manage
the 24X7 facility.
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Scientists discover
chemical to end
forms of blindness

Press Trust of India

® [etters@hindusfanfimes com .

WASHINGTON: In a major advance
in the feild of vision restoralion,
scientists have discovered a
chemical that allows people with
degenerative blindness Lo see.

A team from University of
California , University of Munich
and University of Washington
are working on an improved
compound that temporarily
restores vision to blind mice.

The compound called AAQ’
is less invasive than implanting
light-sensitive electronie chips
in the eye. Tt could help those
with retinitis pigmentosa, a
genetic disease that is the most
common inherited form of blind-
ness and age-related macular
degeneration, the most common
cause of acquired blindness in
the developed world.

In both diseases, the light
sensitive cells in the retina,
rods and cones, die, leaving the
eye without functional pho-
toreceptors.

The chemical AAQ acts by
making the remaining, normally

THE BENEFITS . -

‘% The compound called
‘AAQ’ is less Invasive than
implanting light-sensitive
electronic chips in the eye
® it could help those with
retinitis pigmentosa,a
genetic disease that is the
most common inherited
form of blindness and age-
related macular degenera-
tion, the most commaon
cause of acquired blindness.

“blind” cells in the retina sensi-
tive to light, said lead researcher
Richard Kramer, professor of
molecular and cell biology.
AAQ, a photoswitch that
binds to protein ion channels on
the surface of retinal cells,
when switched on by light, alters
the flow of ions through the
channels and activates the neu-
rons, rods and cones by light.
Because the chemical even-
tually wears off, it may offer a
safer alternative to other exper-
imental approaches such as
gene or stem cell therapies.
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Students queue

up as DU opens

doors for its first
meta course

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHIL JULY 26

DELHI University on Wednes-
day opened the admission
process for its first meta-college
course — B Tech in Humanities
'— to an overwhelming re-
sponse from students,
Following a written test and
an interview, students will be
admitted to this four-year
course at the university’s Clus-
ter Innovation Centre (CIC).
Spread over eight semesters,
students will have to prepare in-
novation projects every semes-
ter. Classes for the first and the
last semester will be held at
CIC, but students can opt for
courses in various colleges for
the other semesters. A student
can pursue a maximum of two
semesters in one college.
University officials said they
were overwhelmed by the re-
sponse from students secking
admission in the meta-college
course. “We have received
close to 100 applications in just
two days,” CIC prograrime co-
ordinator Professor Madan
Chaturvedi said on Thursday.
“I have taken admission’'in
BA Programme in Lakshmibai
College, but I am not keen on
continuing it. I am more inter-
ested in accounts and econom-
ics. Though this meta-college
_course does not have the op-
tion of specialising in these
subjects, I can still opt for them
in some semesters,” Devyani
Gandhi, a first-year student
who came for the entrance
test, said.
The students can choose
from journalism, education,

counselling, historical isni
and art and design td'do theit
specialisation, Once they make
their choice, mentors 'will heili
them select the appropriate pa-L

pers. Classes w) begpin m:d-'
August, officials ggﬁ“-‘%

Though any regular student
can apply for the course, the
university has decided to hold
counselling sessions to help the
applicants make up their mind,

“If a second-year student
wants to pursue the course, he
or she could lose a year. If a stu-
dent is still keen on pursuing

THE STUDENTS

can choose from | )
journalism, educatlon,
counselling, historical
tourism, and art and

. design for their

specialisation

s

the course, he can go ahead and
take admission, provided he
clears the test and interview.
However, we want them- to
make an informed choice. That
is why we have set up a separate
counselling desk to deal with
such queries,” Chaturvedi said.

Responding to a query on
over-crowding in top colleges of-
fering the course, he said: “We
will put in place a mechanismifo
ensure that it doesn’t happen,
For instance, based on the per-
formance of the student in the
first semester, colleges and
courses will be assigned to them.-
Morcover, mentors will guide
the students at every point.”
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"With MBA from US,
Indians Return to Do
Business at Home

"Ivy League of Entrepreneurs

Sameer Nigam

Wharton School, class of 2009 l\

Mime360 (acquired
by Flipkart}, a digital
distribution platform

gonnecting content
owners with content %
publishers *

Mrinal Sinha
Harvard Business School, class of 2009

Brattle Foods, cold chain business

L

/

shuchi Pandya
Wharton School, class of 2012

Pipa Bella, fashion
startup that gives
women opportunity
to faunch their own

fashion husiness by
selling Pipa products

Anirudh surl g
Wharton School, class of 2012 oo
The India Internet Group, a h i?

venture capital that invests
primarily in internet/mobile tech
startups. eksms.com, which pro-
vides personalized recommenda-
tions for Mumbai restaurants
over SMS/Web/Phone,

Shiv Kapoor and
Aneesh Satnaliwala E{'

Wharton School, class of 2013 | .
ThisYaThat, online shopping ste —5—g
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